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About the project

Background

OeLe is an educational application which allows exams to be set, taken and marked online. The 
name ‘OeLe’ stands for ‘Ontology-based eLearning evaluation’, which describes what the tool 
does.

OeLe is a programme with three interfaces: one for administrators, one for teachers, and one for 
students. Administrators set up courses, add student and teacher details, and associate these 
people with courses. Teachers create questions and exams for these courses, define 
acceptable answers, and mark students’ exams against these criteria. Students take exams 
online and receive their marks, feedback and revision advice through the OeLe web interface.

OeLe was initially developed at the University of Murcia, Spain, for use in an online distance 
learning course in eLearning. The tool has been developed entirely by students there working 
on projects as part of their own programme of study. In 2011 a team from the ‘Ensemble’ Project 
joined with the Murcia team to develop OeLe for accounting education in English. This project 
runs until Spring 2012 and is funded by the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants in 
conjunction with the International Association for Accounting Education and Research, in 
support of IFAC’s International Accounting Education Standards Board. This project is based at 
Liverpool John Moores University, and we are grateful to staff and students in the Liverpool 
Business School there for their co-operation in the work.

What this means for LJMU students

The LJMU module 5000BUSAF (Financial Accounting) has been chosen as the first module 
outside Spain to use OeLe.  Students taking this module are being offered the chance to use 
OeLe to practice the short-answer questions from previous years’ tests, and to get feedback on 
their performance, in advance of their own Semester 1 test. 

Students who take up this opportunity will have their practice answers marked, and will be able 
to see the teacher’s expected answer, along with a list of the things they did and did not include 
in their own response. Answers which do not score full marks can be linked to revision 
resources, and where teachers have provided these, they will be available to students. Marks 
achieved in these practice tests are for guidance only and will have no impact on students’ 
marks for the module.



Participant Information

Ontology-Based E-Assessment in Accounting & Finance
You are being invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide it is important that you understand 
why the research is being done and what it involves. Please take time to read the following information. Ask us 
if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide if you want to take 
part or not.

Background and aims
The study started in April 2011 and will run until June 2012. Its purpose is to evaluate the usefulness of ‘OeLe’, 
an educational application which allows exams to be set, taken and marked online. The name ‘OeLe’ stands 
for ‘Ontology-based eLearning evaluation’. Students taking the 5000BUSAF (Financial Accounting) module are 
being offered the chance to use OeLe to practice the short-answer questions from previous years’ tests, and to 

get formative feedback on their performance, in advance of their own tests. 

Participation in this research is entirely voluntary, and it is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you 
do you will be given this information sheet and asked to sign a consent form. You are still free to withdraw at 
any time and without giving a reason. A decision to withdraw will not have any adverse consequences for you.

Participation

What will I be asked to do?
If you decide to take part you will be be offered the opportunity to take four practice tests in advance of your 
December test. You can take as much or as little time over these as you choose. Each test is available for one 
week. You can take one, some, or all of them. Your practice answers will be marked and feedback returned to 
you within a week. 

If you use the system we will ask you to fill in an optional online questionnaire about your experience. This 
should take no more than ten minutes. If you wish you will also be able take part in a short follow-up 
discussion. This is also voluntary: taking a practice test does not commit you to filling in the questionnaire or 
taking part in a focus group.

Taking part in this study will not expose you to any risks, but you may find taking the practice tests, or the 
additional feedback offered by OeLe, to be useful revision tools.

Risks and benefits

If you take part in the study we will keep all data about your use of the application in an access-controlled 
digital repository. Only the researchers will have access to this. Teaching staff in Accounting and Finance and 
members of the public will only see anonymous data, and will not be able to identify individual participants.

Confidentiality

If you wish to contact the researchers or ask any questions, please email Prof Patrick Carmichael, 
w.p.carmichael@ljmu.ac.uk or Dr Kate Litherland, k.litherland@ljmu.ac.uk.  

Contact details
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Consent Form: Ontology-Based E-Assessment in Accounting and Finance
We would like to invite you to take part in a research project about e-assessment in 
Accounting and Finance during 5000BUSAF in Semester 1 2011/12. If you take part, 
we would gather data about your use of the project’s online tool. We would also ask 
you to fill in an optional online questionnaire. Data from these would be used for our 
research project ‘Ontology-based assessment for accounting education’. The following 
table depicts the permissions that we are requesting for use of data relating to you:

Consent 

I confirm that I have read and understand the information provided for 
the above study. I have had the opportunity to consider the information, 
ask questions and have had these answered satisfactorily. 

I understand that if I take part, my use of the site will be logged, and I 
consent to this material being used as research data and eventually 
archived in an access-controlled digital repository by members of the 
research project. I understand that my institution and course shall be 
identified but that confidentiality will be maintained regarding the 
identities of all individuals. I also understand that any research 
outcomes, such as papers and reports, based on this material will not 
indicate my name or personal details. 

I understand that I have the right to withdraw my consent at any time 
without giving a reason; that this will not affect my legal rights, and that 
no fee is payable to me in respect of this material either now or in the 
future. 

Please indicate your consent by signing below:

Name.................................................................................................

Signature...........................................................................................

Date...................................................................................................

Please tick the box if you 
would allow us to contact 
you to follow up on this 
research, for example by 
taking part in a 
focus group or 
interview in the 
future.

Contact
Prof Patrick Carmichael
w.p.carmichael@ljmu.ac.uk

Dr Kate Litherland
k.litherland@ljmu.ac.uk 

Faculty of Education, 
Community and Leisure
Liverpool John Moores 
University
Barkhill Road
Liverpool
L17 6BD
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Research team
The project research 
t e a m c o n s i s t s o f 
Patrick Carmichael 
and Kate Litherland at 
LJMU and Marie-Paz 
Prendes-Espinosa , 
J e s u a l d o T o m a s 
Fernández-Breis and 
Malle Sánchez-Vera at 
the University of Murcia, 
Spain. This research is 
funded by ACCA in 
conjunction with the 
IAAER and IFAC.
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Logging in
Your username and password

To use OeLe you will need your username and password. These are different to your standard LJMU 
system passwords because they are for a different system. They are as follows:

Username: initials followed by last name, with no spaces, all in lower case. For example, Michael 
James Smith will have the username mjsmith, and Helen Chan will have the username hchan.

Password: your password is your student ID number (6 digits long).

As this is a test system, it is not possible to change these login details. If you forget yours, or you have 
problems logging in, email k.litherland@ljmu.ac.uk for help.

Enter your username and 
password  and click ‘log in’. 

Logging in

To log in, go to http://ensembletest.ljmu.ac.uk/oele-eng/ where you will see the following page:

Note  that you have to read 
and agree to the terms and 
conditions of the site in order 
to proceed. You will have to 
tick this box every time you 
access the site.

Once you have agreed to the 
terms and conditions and 
clicked ‘log in’ you will see the 
following screen. See the next 
section ‘taking practice tests’ 
for what to do next.
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The next box asks you to confirm that you 
want to try the test for that year, as follows:

When you have selected your 
course and your exam, the 
questions will appear on the screen. 

Type your answers in the boxes 
provided, as shown below:

You can alter the size of 
the text box by clicking 
and dragging the control 
in the bottom right-hand 
corner. This will allow you 
to see all your answer at 
once.

Note that the number of 
marks for each answer are 
stated at the beginning of 
each question.

Taking practice tests

After logging in you are prompted to 
choose a course. Here you can choose the 
year of the practice test you want to try.

Remember that the questions presented here are NOT the whole test. These are only the short-
answer questions from previous years’ tests. In your test there will also be questions involving 
calculations, so if you are practicing timing your test, you will need to allow time for answering these 
additional questions too.



Deadline and feedback dates for the practice tests

Test Available for practice... Feedback available by.....

December 2010 14th-21st November 2011 25th November 2011

December 2009 14th-21st November 2011 25th November 2011

December 2008 21st-28th November 2011 2nd December 2011

December 2007 21st-28th November 2011 2nd December 2011

Don’t forget to use the scroll bar on the 
right-hand side of the screen to scroll 
down, so that you see and answer all 
of the questions in your exam.

As you are typing in your answers, you should save them regularly by clicking on the ‘save’ button at 
the bottom of the page.

Each time you click ‘save’, you
will see the following message.

Click on the ‘ok’ button to continue typing. When you have finished 
the exam you can close this window or navigate to another page. If 
you click on the ‘results’ button (below ‘save’) you will see this 
message. Click ‘ok’ to close it.

When you have finished you can just close the tab/window you are 
working in - there is no ‘log off’ button for this application. When you 
log in again you will be able to see your answers as you typed them 
in until the deadline for taking the practice test passes. After this point 
your changes will not be saved and your practice test will be marked 
as it appeared at the deadline.



To see your marks and feedback, 
you need to log in using your user 
name and password. After selecting 
the year and test you took, you will 
initially see the answers you wrote in 
the exam. You will not be able to 
make any changes to these 
answers at this point. Now, scroll 
down and click ‘results’. 

Marks and Feedback

A screen like the one below will be displayed.

The screen shows your score for the question, the expected answer, items you omitted and items you 
included.

Your mark for the whole exam

Your mark for this question

The model answer, 
written by the teacher

This list shows aspects of the 
model answer which the teacher 
couldn’t find in your response. 

This list shows the parts of your 
answer which match the model 
answer.

If you include something not 
relevant to the question, you will see 
a symbol like this in the feedback.





For further information or assistance, 

contact the project

c/o Professor Patrick Carmichael

Faculty of Education, Community and Leisure

Liverpool John Moores University

Barkhill Road

Liverpool

Merseyside, L17 6BD

Tel: 0151 231 4633

Email: w.p.carmichael@ljmu.ac.uk
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